First Presbyterian Church

125 E. Main Street, Ionia MI 48846

December 2025

Give Thanks in All Things

The Apostle Paul is, frankly, a bit of an optimist, with rather high
expectations of what we are capable of. “Rejoice always, pray continually,
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.” To which we answer, “really?”

And yet, this piece of spiritual impossibility is worth seriously
considering. Christmas comes soon, and sooner every year, it feels. With the
pressure and the planning and all the trappings, we are rightfully
overwhelmed.

And yet, what if real gratitude is the answer? I know people in recovery
from deep addiction who say, “Thank heaven I was arrested.”

What if...what might happen if...we said, “Dear Lord, thank you for this
flat tire. May something good come of'it.” Or, “Dear Lord, thank you for the
life of my departed loved one, we will miss their presence, but thank you for
the gift of knowing them.” Or, “Dear Lord, thank you for these difficult times
and giving us the opportunity to serve people in dire need.”

This holiday season may we celebrate and remember and give thanks
for...all things? And then watch what might happen to ourselves and to the
world!

Merry Christmas,

Steve Zeoli

Sunday Worship
10:00 A.M.

in the sanctuary

Fellowship Time
immediately following
worship in
the Memorial Room

Lessons and Carols
December 7, 2025
2:30 P.M.

SS Peter & Paul Church

Session Meeting
December 17, 2025
10:00 A.M.
Conference Room

Christmas Eve Service
December 25, 2025
7:00 P.M.

Zion Methodist Church
423 W. Washington St.

Annual Meeting
January 25, 2026
immediately following
worship
in the Sanctuary




Here are highlights from the October 15 session meeting:

e Pastor Chris continued elder training by introducing the Barmen Declaration (1934). The Barmen Declaration
was a response to the German state trying to define religious freedom and belief.

e Elder Carol will attend the Presbytery meeting December 2, at Parkwood Presbyterian Church in Jenison.

e Pastor Chris will be on vacation from November 17 to December 12. Steve Zeoli will fill the pulpit; Pastor
Chris will assist with communion on November 23, 30, and December 7. Elder Steve will be the emergency
pastoral contact.

e Pastor Chris and Clerk Margaret served in-home communion to two members on October 5.

e Several church members and the pastor attended a seminar hosted by Presbytery entitled “Small Church
Summit.” Our denomination is in decline everywhere and the Presbytery has services available to churches
as they navigate declining congregations and resources.

e Adult class resumed in September. It is a Bible study group discussing Hebrews. The group meets
immediately following fellowship. Elder Steve guides the discussion.

e The worship chair was asked to contact SS Peter & Paul about a community Advent Service December 7.

e After worship, November 16, we will celebrate Thanksgiving in the fellowship hall. Bring a dish to pass or
your appetite or both. This feast is open to all.

e The Ad Hoc Committee for the Future is asking all members and friends to attend a meeting November 9 to
talk about our future.

e The Budget and Finance Chair reports that in 2025, so far, $35,000 in assets have been liquidated to cover
expenses.

e Building and Grounds reports no anticipated expenses next year. The last several months have been used to
identify and fix all areas needing repair or maintenance.

e Membership and Care reported that Lavonna Hoover died to this world and joined the Church Eternal
September 20.

e Mission reported that our congregation gave $262 to Crop Walk.

Thanks to All
What a wonderful Thanksgiving potluck dinner we
had! We were so blessed by all the delicious
family favorite dishes that were provided. A
special thanks goes to Jen for making the attractive
sign-up sheet, to Barb and Lee for providing a
turkey, to Warren for providing the ham, and a
huge thank you to those that were able to stay and
help with clean up. A great time of food, fun, and
fellowship was enjoyed by our church family!

A HUGE thank you to Jason Agostini!!!! This week
Jason was requested to climb up on the roof over the
central entrance and clear the leaves and debris that
accumulates over the drain. He completed this nasty
job the following day. There was plenty of debris and a
foot or two of water in this area that drops down over
four foot. We rewarded him with a Thanksgiving
turkey and Perry's venison. Jason you are very much




Interdenominational Service
with Saints Peter and Paul Congregation

You are cordially invited to join together for a special afternoon of
scripture and songs as we gather in the sanctuary of SS Peter & Paul for
the service of Lessons and Carols. This is a service which tells of the fall
of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus told in
nine short Bible readings interspersed with the singing of Christmas
carols and choir anthems. We will gather at 2:30 p.m. on December 7, at

m it
) . . . . .
SS. Peter & Paul for this inspiring service led by Fr. Eugene Batungbacal

LE SSONS and Pastor Chris Dorn as well as the SS Peter & Paul choir and the First

Presbyterian bell choir. Come celebrate the shared values that unite our

and ca.I’OIS faith communities. All are welcome to attend.

Liturgist Usher/Greeter Communion Preparer/Servers

December 7 Lee Hunsberger Cindy Rozich & Pam Rogers Cindy Rozich/Pam Rogers
December 14 Marilyn McKay Margaret Gregory & Norma Kilpatrick ~ Marilyn McKay/Pastor Chris
December 21 Steve Zeoli Lee Hunsberger & Barb Klenk Cindy Rozich/Pastor Chris

Steve Zeoli
December 28 Keith Sterner Cindy Rozich & Marilyn McKay

FINANCIAL REPORT ATTENTION:
MONTH ENDING October 2025

Our Annual Congregational Meeting is
January 25, 2026, in the sanctuary

MONTH Y immediately following our worship service.

Income $ 3,712 $ 71,826

Expenses  $10,556  $105,615 Committee chairpersons, please have your
annual reports submitted to the office by
$ 6,844 $ 33,789 January 15. Thank you.

Margaret Gregory, Clerk of Session




Special Dates for December 2025

e Second Sunday of
Advent, December 7, 2025

BIRTHDAYS Featuring e Third Sunday of
Thornapple Wind Band Advent, December 14, 2025
; & e First Day of
ﬁ?;:nﬁ); ﬁgﬁis é ,, Lakewood Area Choral Society Winter, December 21, 2025
Rev. Jean Mulder 2 ‘ Slmday, December I4ﬂl e Fourth Sunday of
Marcia Ross 9 3:00p.10. Advent, December 21, 2025
Max Hyland 24 e  Christmas Eve, December 24,
Joan Colter 27 Hastings Performing Arts Center |8 2025
520 W. SouthStreet e Christmas Day, December
N e e G 25,2025
Wi T s e New Year’s Eve, December
31, 2025

Candles That Tell a Story

Lighting its candles each Sunday is a treasured tradition during the four weeks of Advent.
Depending on denomination, churches use different color combinations for the candles. Some place

four blue candles around the wreath with a white one in the center, while others use all white. Many light purple candles
on the first two Sundays, pink on the third, purple again on the fourth, and then a large white candle on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day.

Each part of the wreath carries symbolic meaning:

The wreath: Its circular shape represents the everlasting love of God, having no beginning or end. The green
symbolizes eternal life.

The four candles: Mark the four weeks of Advent. One tradition says that each candle also represents 1,000
years, totaling 4,000 years from Adam and Eve to Christ’s birth.

Purple candles: in ancient times, purple was expensive and was considered the color of royalty and kings. On
Christmas, Christ is proclaimed King of Kings. Purple also symbolizes humility and penitence. The first purple
candle represents Hope; the second, Peace; and the final purple candle, Love.

Blue candles: Blue is another color often used as a symbol of royalty. Some churches use blue candles to
symbolize the night sky and the anticipation of the announcement of Christ’s birth. Blue also symbolizes the
beginning of a new creation as in the waters of Genesis 1.

The pink candle: Lit on the third Sunday, it represents Joy and marks the halfway point of Advent.

The white candle: The large white candle in the center is the Christ candle. Its light symbolizes Christ the Savior
— “the light of the world.”

The beauty and brightness from the glow of all five candles is a reminder that Christ’s life was the light for all earth’s
people — “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5, NRSV).

The Advent wreath is more than just greenery and candles—it’s a symbol of watchfulness and growing joy as Christmas
draws near.



First Presbyterian Ruling Elders

Class of 2025 Marilyn McKay, Cindy Rozich, Dr. Warren Thompson
Class of 2026 Carol Campbell, Barb Klenk, Pam Rogers
Class 0f 2027

Jen Furman, Linda Steele, Steve Zeoli
Clerk of Session Margaret Gregory

First Presbyterian Staff

Rev. Dr. Chris Dorn
Steve Slaughter
Sara Hyland

Pastor Tel. 616-610-5982
Custodian

Administrative Assistant

Newsletter, Calendar and more at 1stpreschurchionia.com
Email: ioniafpc@gmail.com
Church Office Hours by Appointment
Ph# 616-616-610-5982




