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Sunday Worship 
10:00 A.M. 

in the sanctuary 
 

Fellowship Time  
immediately 

following  
worship in 

the Memorial Room 
 

 
 

Session Meeting 
January 21, 2026 

10:00 A.M. 
Conference Room 

 
 
 

Annual Meeting 
January 25, 2026 

immediately 
following 
worship 

in the Sanctuary 
 

At A Glance Words to Ponder 

A Time for Gratitude 
 

As we embark on the New Year once again, it is good to pause for a moment of gratitude. 
Let us stop for a moment to think, for what can we be grateful? 
 
First and foremost, we can be grateful to God for his constant goodness, grace, and mercy 
to us. We thank him for loving us all the time despite our failures and backsliding, and for 
never giving up on us. “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every morning” Lamentations 3:22–23. We praise him for 
his loving guidance in our lives, for being with us in the good times as well as times of 
trouble, struggle, or grief. 
 
We can give thanks for the love of family, parents, children, grandchildren, siblings, 
spouses, partners, extended family members near or far away. We can be thankful for our 
warm homes and clothes, enough food to eat, our health care professionals, our civic 
leaders. We can give thanks for the love and support of dear friends and the church 
family. 
 
This time of year, we are grateful for the brightness of sunshine on a snowy day, for 
trucks with snowplows and workers to drive them, the salt spread on the slippery roads, 
the kindness of neighbors who help with shoveling the sidewalks. 
 
 As the new year dawns, we can be thankful for the gift of new beginnings, to start again, 
for new opportunities to learn and grow in understanding of our faith, to serve and share 
our faith with others.  
 
How might we share our faith and demonstrate our gratitude for the many blessings God 
has given us?  
 
We can volunteer in our church or community when and where needed. We can share our 
financial resources with our church, a worthy cause, or project. We can “pay it forward” 
in some way, perhaps pay for the food in the car behind us in the fast-food line or the 
meal at another table in the restaurant. We can share a smile with a stranger or a kind 
word of thanks with the clerk at the checkout. We can continue to love and care for those 
around us, trying to be a blessing to someone each day. 
 
In the coming year, let us resolve to demonstrate our gratitude to God by our actions, by 
the way we live our lives, even more than with our words. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide us to find new opportunities each day to live lives of gratitude. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         Liturgist                           Usher/Greeters                             Communion Preparer/Servers 
 
January 4     Keith Sterner             Steve Zeoli & Pam Rogers               Carol Campbell/Cindy Rozich & 
                                 Pam Rogers 
January 11     Marilyn McKay           Margaret Gregory & Norma Kilpatrick 
 
January 18     Steve Zeoli                   Lee Hunsberger & Barb Klenk      
 
January 25     Robert Sykes                Marilyn McKay & Cindy Rozich                     
 
     

Worship Volunteers 

ATTENTION: 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting is January 25, 2026, in 
the sanctuary immediately following our worship service.  

 
Committee chairpersons, please have your annual reports 

submitted to the office by  
January 15. Thank you. 

Margaret Gregory, Clerk of Session 
 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
MONTH ENDING  

November 2025 
 

            MONTH               YTD 
 
Income          $14,638                 $ 86,975 
Expenses       $10,183                $115,998 
       
                      $ 4,455                  $ 28,823 
 

 

Just a reminder.... 
 
Please remember to close all doors when 
entering/exiting the church sanctuary. Keeping the 
doors from the office area, kitchenette, and main entry 
closed retains the heat in the sanctuary and helps 
reduce the high cost of winter heat bills. Thank you. 
 
Building & Grounds Committee 
 
 

Sunday Morning Class 
 
Our Adult Sunday School Class is loving the 
discussion as we continue to study the Book of 
Hebrews chapter by chapter. We meet right after 
fellowship time each Sunday! Grab a refill on 
your coffee or another cookie and join us anytime 
you are free. We always welcome new folks to the 
discussion! 
 
 

Study Groups 

Wednesday Night Women’s Bible Study 
 
Having missed several meetings due to snowy or 
icy weather conditions, those at our last group 
meeting decided to take a break for a few weeks to 
see how the winter progresses! We will resume our 
weekly study as weather conditions permit!  

 
Thanks ladies…. Watch for future updates! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Session News 

Session Highlights from the November 12 Meeting 
 
~  Pastor Chris and Steve Zeoli served in-home communion to three members who are unable to attend Sunday 
worship. 
 
~  Session voted to send $5 per active member to Presbytery for our Shared Mission contribution. 
 
~  Two joint ecumenical services are being planned: a service of Lessons and Carols at Saints Peter and Paul 
Catholic Church on December 7 and a Christmas Eve service with Zion Methodist Church. 
 
~  Pastor Chris will be on vacation and study leave from November 17 to December 12 to teach a four-week course 
at Aquinas College. 
 
~  Building and Grounds reported that painting has been completed except for the inside of the north stained-glass 
window and the fall yard work is being completed. 
 
~  Christian Education reported that classes from pre-school age through adults continue each Sunday. 
 
~  Membership and Care and Mission Committee are sponsoring a congregational turkey potluck dinner on 
November 16. Birthday cards continue to be sent to select members and young children. 
 
~  Mission Committee reported our church sent a check for $1,000 to the Friends of Jesus Fund. 
 
~  Barb Klenk gave a preliminary report of the results of the congregational survey from November of Nov. 9.  

 
 

      
 
  
 
  

     With the beginning of a new year, it is time to 
pay once again our per capita dues to the Presbytery 
of Lake Michigan. For 2026, the per capita amount 
is $42.42 (General Assembly $11.26, Synod of the 
Covenant $3.40, Presbytery of Lake Michigan 
$27.76) Our total cost is $2,078.58. This is based 
on 49 active members as of December 31, 2024 and 
is due January 20, 2026. As in the past, the Budget 
and Finance Committee is always very appreciative 
of members paying their own per capita amount. 
When making this payment, please indicate your 
$42.42 is for your per capita. Thank you very 
much.   
 

Thank You 
 
     We are humbled and overwhelmed by the love and 
support we received from our church family as Jim’s 
health declined and now as we grieve. Thank you for 
all the sweet, uplifting, and comforting texts and 
cards, and of course all of your prayers. It is not easy 
for me to ask for or even accept help, so a special 
thank you to those who ignored my decline of your 
offers, and just showed up on my front porch with 
snacks, soups, sweets, and complete meals. We are 
grateful to all of you.  
 
Kathy VanSyckle and family 
 

Per Capita Dues Many Thanks 

 2 Jen Furman 
6 Jan Arnold 

  7 Bill Robinson 
26 Emily Sykes 

    29 Norma Kilpatrick 
 

 



      
 

 
 

 
                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              First Presbyterian Ruling Elders 
 

                 Class of 2025        Marilyn McKay, Cindy Rozich, Dr. Warren Thompson 
        Class of 2026        Carol Campbell, Barb Klenk, Pam Rogers 
                                             Class of 2027        Jen Furman, Linda Steele, Steve Zeoli 
        Clerk of Session   Margaret Gregory 

 
      

First Presbyterian Staff  
 

                                             Rev. Dr. Chris Dorn               Pastor      Tel.  616-610-5982 
                                             Steve Slaughter                       Custodian 
                           Sara Hyland                            Administrative Assistant 
 

Newsletter, Calendar and more at 1stpreschurchionia.com 
 Email: ioniafpc@gmail.com 

Church Office Hours by Appointment 
Ph# 616-610-5982 

 

Scripture Keys to a Joyful New Year 

H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 
A ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 
P ray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18) 
P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 
Y ield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 
N eglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10) 
E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 
Y ield your members to righteousness (Romans 6:11,16) 
E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 
A im at sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 
R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15, 16) 
— Gus Nichols 

 


